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NAI Document OPW 8/333  no. 56
Seafield Pier

To
Henry R Paine Esq.

Sir
In accordance with directions contained in the Boards letter of the 3rd Ult. I visited and examined Seafield Pier and prepared the accompanying sketch of its site to the scale of 6” to the mile. The rocks are sketched in for low-water mark those about the pier are measured and also an elevation of the pier and section of proposed rock cutting to obtain the passage marked in red on the sketch.

The Pier is built at the west end of Seafield Bay sheltered by a reef of rocks running nearly parallel with the shore the entrance is at the east end also very rocky and dangerous from a heavy sea breaking across it except in very fine weather.
The rocks where the proposed channel is marked are covered at high water of spring tides, they are higher to the east and then gradually shelve down to the channel entrance, to the west the ridge of the rocks are not covered except at extraordinary high springs or in very tempestuous weather.
The pier has 9 feet water at the head at high water of ordinary springs tides and about 3 at high water of neaps, the rise of the springs being estimated at 18 feet and the neaps 12 which is founded on the best information I could obtain.
At present the pier may be said to be nearly useless, as there are not more than 20 small vessels comes to it in the year, they consist of a few herring hookers, 3 or 4 smacks from Galway with iron and timber for Milltown and some small vessels that come for slates or flags which are quarried near the pier, it also affords some accommodation for discharging Seaweed from Boats.
The Fishery on this part of the coast is nearly abandoned; there are no vessels but those described in Mr Donnell’s report “wicker boats covered with tarred canvas” and the fishing tackle of the most defective description; the fishing bank is about 12 miles off the shore and at the shallowest part is  20 fathoms deep at low water under such circumstances although there  are still 200 canoes kept or employed about the Fishery it is not surprising that the amount of fish taken is very small.
The greater number and principal part of the time of these Canoes are and is employed cutting, collecting and landing seaweed, a large portion of which is dried like hay and sent as far as 20 or 30 miles into the interior for manure.
it is proposed to cut a passage 60 feet wide through the ledge of rocks near the Pier head as marked on the sketch, [marginal note here in different hand “60 feet is much too narrow double that be quite small enough ?]  there is a natural passage nearly half way requiring but small improvement pairing off the a few ledges and projecting points on the sides, the remainder to be cut to the level of the line in red on the section the outer rocks are horneblende [?] slate, the ledge to be cut is shale or argillaceous iron stone, the dip of the strata about 300  and the line of bearing nearly at right angles to the line of cutting.
The pier requires pinning in several places and near the head a part of the pavement has been removed and the parapet undermined, it will be absolutely necessary for the safety of the parapet to have this repaired and a few loose stones secured, that are about the pier head, before the coming winter.


Estimate
Excavation of rock 210 ft long 60 broad and average 3 feet deep
1400 cubic yards at 1/6






£105
removing obtrusions on outer ledge, say
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Pinning quay, resetting about 40 superficial yards of pavement
and securing stones at Pier head
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Sea Beacon on rock south side of entrance
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£125

The greater part of the rock cut away could be packed at the back of the pier and would add considerably to its security, the remainder would be removed by the proprietor of the adjoining land, Mr Brew without any additional expense.
The advantages contemplated are security for small fishing boats in egress and ingress to the deep water, and increased facility for obtaining the seaweed growing and thrown on the coast of Mutton island and the adjacent rocks, and also improved accommodation and security for the few vessels mentioned as frequenting the Pier.
It is expected that vessels drawing 7 feet water could come occasionally and 5 feet ordinarily, that the number of herring hookers frequenting the Pier would be increased and a considerable trade would be created in the slates or flags before mentioned and in the importation of limestone from Galway and the islands of Arran, which later would be of inestimable benefit to the adjoining locality.
The general opinion in the neighbourhood is that the quantity of fish on this coast has diminished within the last 20 years, whether this has foundation in actual fact, and is similar to other instances, where fish have deserted a particular locality but to return again or what is more probable the attention of the fishermen is more occupied with the profitable and less dangerous trade of collecting and selling seaweed, my own impression is that if the advantages which may be reasonably expected are realised this pier would by affording shelter and accommodation to superior and more suitable vessels become a great utility in promoting the Fisheries.
It would also be the means of preventing many disasters, in avoiding the heavy sea breaking across the present channel, canoes frequently attempt a passage about the line of the proposed cut and lives have been sacrificed in making it, as the slightest mistake or accident when the sea is on, proves fatal.




I have the honour to be




Sir




your very obedient Sert.




John Hill
Kilrush 7th May 1844

Donal De Barra
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